
                                                                                                          

 

The Emperor’s Road     Keisarintie 

       

 
 

The Emperor’s Road in Rokua Geopark is one part of the old road from Oulu to Kajaani and it was 

built in the 17
th

 century to defend the eastern border of Finland. The Emperor’s Road was the only 

road that connected the towns as well as the castles of Oulu and Kajaani. The road was an important 

tar route until the end of the 19
th

 century. The road formed one part of the postal road between 

Vyborg and Stockholm as well. 

The Emperor’s Road left Oulu for Säräisniemi, from where it originally went to Kajaani across 

Lake Oulujärvi either by water or on ice. The road is 46 km long (of which 22 km in Vaala) and 

about six metres wide. In Vaala the road follows the southern edge of the Rokua esker area.  

The Emperor’s Road was earlier known as the King’s Road. Gustav II Adolf, the king of Sweden-

Finland, travelled along the road in 1622 when he was returning from the Livonian war. 

The Emperor’s Road was renamed after the Russian Czar (emperor) Alexander I, who was 

supposed to use the road during his journey in Kainuu in August 1819. The peasants in the region 

were ordered to repair the King’s Road and everybody in the area was supposed to be prepared to 

serve the czar along the route. For the route between Säräisniemi and Oulu, 139 horses were waiting 

for the emperor at the inns, ready to serve the imperial entourage. 

 



                                                                                                          

 

Due to a harsh storm on Lake Oulujärvi, however, the czar changed his plans and refused to cross 

the lake. He continued his journey by taking another route by land.  As a result of these events, the 

road was renamed the Emperor’s Road. Nowadays it is a nationally significant and protected route.  

 


